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Message from the President 

With spring teasing lately 

Iôve had a moment to pon-

der a year of State EAN-

GUS activity. Each commit-

tee has grown. Our Idaho 

National Guard culture is 

changing. Every meeting 

brings a few new faces and 

our member numbers on the 

website shows an increase 

every week.  

 Our Educational 

Bill that passed in the State 

Legislature proved that we 

are making positive changes 

in the Idaho National Guard 

and we are already enter-

taining legislative proposals 

for next year. On Capitol 

Hill in Washington there are 

many unsettling proposals 

that if passed, will have a 

severely negative impact on 

us in the National Guard. As 

we communicate better, 

more members are becom-

ing aware through periodic 

email and newsletters from 

our Legislators about these 

critical issues. By working 

together, we can help to 

insure that the National 

Guard as we know it doesnôt 

slip away due to a lack of 

attention. Addressing these 

disturbing challenges 

through our membership is 

what we are about.  In re-

sponse, EANGUS was 

formed in the 1970ôs in or-

der to give our enlisted 

members a voice concerning 

legislation that affects our 

National Guard.  

 Four years ago I 

joined EANGUS just to try 

it out as another interest. At 

that time I had no idea what 

an impact it has had on the 

history of the National 

Guard and the benefits we 

sometimes take for granted. 

Some of these benefits took 

over ten years for Congress 

to enact.  Now I know the 

importance of working to 

help the organization grow. 

I may not see the benefit in 

my term in the Guard or 

maybe even my lifetime. I 

know it is worth it though 

for all Soldiers and Airmen 

after me. I remember hear-

ing those compelling words 

from President John Ken-

nedy almost fifty years ago 

that motivated our nation to 

act instead of watch. That 

same spirit is working in 

EANGUS. I see our chapter 

growth and the national 

numbers increase and know 

we are on the right track. 

The enthusiasm and activity has 

changed our culture from peo-

ple who have only heard of the 

Enlisted Association, EANGUS 

to a synergetic group with a 

passion to improve conditions 

for everyone.  

 I thank all those who 

spend a spare minute each day 

to do something to help and I 

invite all, as does MG Lafrenz, 

to join this dynamic and pro-

fessional organization. Please 

strongly consider becoming a 

member of the largest National 

Guard Association as we make 

things better.  Working to-

gether, we can make good 

things happen. 
 

Idaho Enlisted Association 
1SG Patrick Flaherty 
9969 W. Targee St 
Boise, ID 83709 
P: (208) 272-4435 
F: (208) 272-4430 
Email: patrick.flaherty@us.army.mil 
Website: 
www.idahoarmyguard.org/
EANGUS/Index.asp 
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We will continue to email 

legislative reports bi-

monthly via the EAN-

GUS mass mailing sys-

tem.  If you want to be 

removed from the list use 

the link at the bottom of 

the email.  We have 126 

members signed up to 

receive this.  If you need 

to be added to the list or 

you need to change your 

email log onto 

www.eangus.org then 

click on edit my profile to 

make changes. 

 

2. House Resolution 385 (In

-state tuition bill) goes into 

effect on July 1st.  Please 

spread the word to anyone 

who may be able to use this 

benefit. 

We need to send thank you 

emails to all of our local leg-

islatures for supporting HR 

385.  EVERYONE voted for 

it so we can start by thanking 

the legislatures in our own 

districts.  We should also 

thank the members of the 

education committee as well 

as the bill sponsors:  Rep. Bill 

Killen, Senator Elliot Werk, 

Rep. Marv Hagedorn, Senator 

Russ Fulcher, Rep. James 

Ruchti, Senator Mike Burkett, 

Rep. Bob Nonini, Senator 

Tim Corder, Rep. Pete Niel-

sen, and Senator Lee 

Heinrich.  To get the contact 

info go to 

www.legislature.idaho.gov or 

shoot me an email.  Either 

way please thank them for 

supporting our association. 

 

3. There are two new calls 

to action on the EANGUS 

website.  We need to let our 

congressmen in DC know 

about the early retirement 

retroactivity and the updated 

version of the Guard Em-

powerment Act.  Details 

are on the EANGUS web 

page under Legislative.  

You just need to click on 

Legislative and then type 

in your zip code to send 

letters to your congress-

men.  There are form let-

ters already written or you 

can write your own.  Let 

me know if you need any help 

with this. 

 

4. Thanks to our efforts in 

DC Congressman Mike Simp-

son is the newest member of 

the National Guard Caucus in 

DC!  Now he will be updated 

constantly on the issues af-

fecting the National Guard.  

The only Idaho legislature 

who isn't a member now is 

Congressman Bill Sali.  I will 

continue to press him to join. 

 

5. Look for our latest article 

in the Beacon this month!  It 

details our legislative suc-

cesses in DC earlier this 

month. 

 

 

passed next year.  Please thank them 

today!!!!  Everyone voted in favor of the 

bill so if you recognize a name shoot 

them an email too.   Thanks for being a 

member of EANGUS! 

This year's legislative session has come 

to an end, so PLEASE thank our bill 

sponsors for their hard work on HR 

385.  Just let them know you are a mem-

ber of the Idaho Enlisted Association and 

you appreciate the fact that they sup-

ported HR 385 for in-residency tuition for 

ALL Idaho Guardsmen.  A thank you now 

will go a long way in getting better things 

Legislature Thank You!! 

The United States Capital 

òIf your actions 

inspire others to 

dream more, 

learn more, do 

more and 

become more, 

you are a 

leader.ò”  

     -- JOHN 

QUINCY ADAMS, 

6TH U.S. PRESIDENT 

(1825 - 1829) 

Legislative Report March ó08 

MSgt Chris Brearley 

Vice President/Legislative 

Chair  

EANGUS ïID  

 

Chris_brearley@hotmail.com 

http://www.eangus.org/
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/
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The annual conference is 

less then four months away 

and we are gearing up.  The 

annual conference is open to 

all current EANGUS mem-

bers.  Everyone is highly en-

couraged to attend, if you 

really want to know what we 

do on a national level, this is 

the place to get your educa-

tion.  You will hear and meet  

our military's top Enlisted 

advisors from both the Army 

and the Air Force.  Hear first 

hand where our Nation 

Guard is and what is planned 

for the year ahead, and 

what we have done for the 

year past in key note 

speeches from Lt. Gen. Blum 

and Lt. Gen. McKinley.  Take 

part in the Executive Staff 

elections, and attend fasci-

nating break outs with 

CMSAF McKinley and CSMA 

Gipe.  In the evenings you 

will enjoy the all states ban-

quets and on the last night a 

dedicated ceremony honor-

ing our Nations heroes from 

our military family and our 

civilian partners.   

We want you to go on us!  If 

your interested in volunteer-

ing your time, sign up now to 

receive a scholarship pack-

age to Savannah,.  All ex-

penses paid for. To register  

or for more information con-

tact  1SG Patrick Flaherty @ 

272-4435.     

Midnight Train to Georgiañ37th Annual Conference 

A MESSAGE FROM EANGUS-ID AUXILIARY 

America's finest.  

We also are con-

cerned with fam-

ily issues of our 

members and seek 

to provide schol-

arships for 

spouses and de-

pendents.  The 

Idaho chapter 

just regained its 

charter last year 

at the Annual 

Conference in 

Oklahoma City, 

OK.  We currently 

have 11 members 

and are seeking 

many more to grow 

our organization 

together.  Any 

spouse of active, 

retired, or former 

guard member, and 

is a member of 

EANGUS is eligible 

to be an annual 

member.  Any per-

son who does not 

qualify as an an-

nual member, but 

supports our ob-

jectives can be-

come an associate 

member.  We need 

your voice!  "SIDE 

BY SIDE WE STAND 

WITH PRIDE".  

 

To join or for 

more information, 

please contact:  

 

  

The Enlisted Asso-

ciation Auxiliary 

is a national or-

ganization that 

lends an active 

voice of support 

for our enlisted 

men and women of 

the National 

Guard.  The auxil-

iary provides sup-

port of its legis-

lative efforts for 

the improvement 

and retention of 

benefits for you, 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Bull Street  and River 
Street in Savannah 
Georgia.  

Call for meeting info. 

 

 

 

WE NEED YOU 

TO HELP US  

HELP YOU 

National Convention: 
http://www.memberconnections.com/

Idaho Auxiliary  
Denise Elliott  
P: (208) 938-0660 
Email: 
goose2ski@yahoo.com  
EANGUS-ID 

http://www.memberconnections.com/olc/pub/LCNG/cpages/about_eangus/nationalconference.jsp
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RightðGowen Field, 1942 

 

Above 

First Lieutenant Paul R. Gowen 
For whom Gowen Field was named. 
 

On July 23, 1941, the Statesman  

announced "Gowen Field" as the 

new title for the "Boise Air Termi-

nal". The name honored First Lieu-

tenant Paul R. Gowen, a former 

Caldwell resident, who died in a 

plane crash on July 11, 1938, near 

Panama after a motor in his twin -

engine bomber failed.   

Gowen HistoryGowen HistoryGowen History   

ENLISTED Soldiers and 

Airmen a voice on the 

state and national levels; 

this was exactly what I 

was looking for! 

     Now here we are three 

years later and I am more 

involved with EANGUS 

than I could ever have 

imagined.  I am currently 

the vice president and 

legislative committee 

chair of an organization I 

hadnôt even heard of until 

after the Katrina deploy-

ment.  Iôve been to two 

national conferences, 2 

midwinter conferences, a 

leadership conference in 

Mississippi and most re-

cently a legislative recep-

tion and lobby day in 

Washington DC.  I have 

participated in meetings 

with the National Guardôs 

biggest leaders and I have 

done things I never would 

have thought possible just 

a few years ago.  As an 

enlisted person I HAVE 

made a difference and by 

joining EANGUS you can 

too! 

 

MSgt Chris Brearley 

Vice President,  

EANGUS-ID 

ters were answered and before 

I knew it the stateôs laws were 

changed!  I was amazed that 

as an enlisted member I had a 

voice and it could affect posi-

tive change for Soldiers and 

Airmen.  I wanted to keep the 

ball rolling but I didnôt know 

how. 

     Shortly after this I was 

approached by a friend from 

the Katrina deployment who 

had just joined the Idaho 

Enlisted Association 

(EANGUS).  She was a little 

disheartened by the deploy-

ment as well so she joined 

EANGUS to make life better 

for enlisted Soldiers and Air-

men.  At the time I really had 

no idea what EANGUS was 

and I wasnôt so sure I wanted 

to give up any time to join yet 

another organization.  Then I 

began to hear about the suc-

cesses they were having on 

Capital Hill and the legisla-

tion they were proposing for 

future sessions.  Here was an 

organization that was giving 

A Change I didnõt see Coming 

òBEFORE I 

KNEW IT 

THE STATEõS 

LAWS WERE 

CHANGED! ò 

ñEnlisted men are stupid, but 

extremely cunning and sly, and 

bear considerable watchingò this 

quote is from the U.S. Army's 

Officer Guide, 1863.  Three years 

ago I deployed to Louisiana for 

Hurricane Katrina relief as part of 

Operation Southern Comfort.  

When I got home from this short 

deployment I was disheartened to 

say the least.  This was a joint 

Army/Air deployment so I saw 

and heard about many issues fac-

ing enlisted Soldiers and Airmen.  

Some of these issues such as pol-

icy discrepancies for state em-

ployees in the guard affected me 

directly.  The common denomina-

tor to all these problems as I saw 

it was the lack of voice for 

enlisted Soldiers and Airmen.  

We are the boots on the ground 

and the ones most affected by DC 

politics yet as enlisted members 

we are often the least involved in 

the political process.  It is our 

right and our obligation to be 

heard loud and clear! 

     As soon as I got home I began 

writing letters to my legislators, 

for the first time I complained 

about how state employees in the 

guard were being treated when it 

came to such issues as using our 

own vacation to maintain our 

familyôs health coverage and not 

being able to use military leave 

for actual deployments.  My let-
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Did you Know? 

Dues - paying members and life 

members of the Enlisted Asso-

ciation of the National Guard of 

the United States have an acci-

dental death and dismember-

ment (AD&D) benefit at no ex-

tra cost  to the member.  

EANGUS members under the 

age of 80 are automatically en-

rolled for $1,000 in accidental 

death and dismemberment cov-

erage. The NGAUS Insurance 

Trust  trustees voted during their 

October 1998 meeting to rees-

tablish the benefit.  

This $1,000 benefit, will auto-

matically cover all members un-

der age 80 whose national dues 

have been received or ac-

counted for by the EANGUS na-

tional office. There are no other 

enrollment requirements for 

the member to be covered.  

For the claim to be paid, the 

EANGUS national office must 

verify that the dues of 

"deceased/claimant" are cur-

rent. Once the EANGUS na-

tional office is notified of a 

pending claim, they will verify 

membership and document it 

appropriately on the claim 

form. The claim form will then 

be forwarded to the claimant 

for completion. The com-

pleted form and any other 

required documents should 

then be returned to the 

NGAUSIT address on the form 

(to the attention of Wanda 

Seay) for processing by the 

insurance company.  

The AD&D benefit is viewed 

as a significant addition to 

the membership package 

for the association. The 

membership at large can be 

of great service by notifying 

EANGUS national office 

whenever there is a death 

of a member. This will as-

sist us in making sure that 

a benefit due to a Guard 

member's beneficiary is not 

overlooked.  

To learn more about the 

AD&D claims procedure, go 

to the NGAUS Insurance 

Trust web site . Insurance 

forms may also be 

downloaded at that web 

site.  

Your entitled to FREE Insurance just for being a member? 

FUNDRAISING  

The Fundraising Committee is looking for hardworking, 

energetic volunteers to help reach some new goals this 

year.  So far we are off to a great start, our first 50/50 

fundraiser earned us a little over $100 dollars and this is 

the first of many more to come.  The Insider Pages project 

seems to have gotten off to an extremely great start and I 

anticipate that we will easily reach our $500 goal.  Thank you 

to all those participating, I encourage you all to keep up the 

GREAT work!!  Any fundraising questions or ideas can be di-

rected to TSgt Jennifer E. Davis at 272-3749 or emailed to jen-

nifer.davis@idbois.ang.af.mil. 

 

Bring your dough to Drill and watch for our monthly 50/50 

drawing each drill. 
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http://www.ngaus.org/index.asp?bid=193
http://www.ngaus.org/index.asp?bid=193
http://www.ngaus.org/index.asp?bid=193
mailto:jennifer.davis@idbois.ang.af.mil
mailto:jennifer.davis@idbois.ang.af.mil

